This study attempts to understand the policy position of candidates in the 2017 gubernatorial election in Jakarta. The concept of policy position has been utilized in the electoral studies to distinguish policy orientation of political parties/candidates, and explaining voter preferences in electoral competition. Therefore, this study introduces the application of the quantitative text analysis method with the Wordfish model towards electoral platform of candidates in the 2017 gubernatorial election in Jakarta to estimate their policy positions. The model calculates words distribution and words frequency in the electoral platforms using simple Poisson process of statistical distribution. The process results in two key findings: two pairs of candidates (AgusSylvy and Anies-Sandi) indicate closer policy distance in the policy space, and socioeconomic issues emerge as central feature in the political rhetoric across the candidates. These findings are further confirmed by the observation of the voter preference distributions and the public statements of each candidate during the election.
INTRODUCTION
The 2017 gubernatorial election in Jakarta has triggered debates among scholars and observers of Indonesian politics on the rise of sectarian politics in the largest Muslim-populous democracy in the world. As the capital of Indonesia, the politics of Jakarta's urban always been part of national mass media attention. But it receives significant attention when the capitol became the stepping stone for Joko 'Jokowi' Widodo, an outsider for Jakarta's elite circle, to gain widespread popularity when he was elected as the Governor of Jakarta in 2012 (Hamid, 2014) Consequently, Ahok faced voters who preferred his policies but less likely to cast vote for him (Mietzner & Muhtadi, 2017) .
The other perspective offers the salience of class for the Jakarta's 2017 election (Wilson, 2017 (Savirani & Aspinall, 2017) . Finally, other scholars attempts to bridge the aforementioned perspectives, arguing that the election was colored by interplay between religion and inequality statuses among the Jakartans (Warburton & Gammon, 2017) . They propose that it is possible for sectarian voting behavior is channeling the perspective among Muslim poor voters that income inequality is the product of ethnic-Chinese domination on Indonesia's economy (Warburton & Gammon, 2017) .
The main purpose of this study is, however, not to confirm any position in the aforementioned debate a priori.
Rather, this study attempts to enrich our understanding on the 2017 gubernatorial election in Jakarta through novel approach on policy position and quantitative text analysis. In order to do so, the study proceeds in several parts. or establish strong support in the society.
The latter condition was evident in the failure of several left-leaning parties to secure parliamentary seats (Mietzner, 2013) . In addition, the economic platforms of many parties appeared to be uniform, as all stressed their commitment to improving welfare among the lowerclass and promulgated a protectionist stand (Liddle & Mujani, 2007; Ufen, 2008) . This means that any attempt to Figure 2 . Word-fixed effects and word weights in the electoral platform of Jakarta election policy scale (Aydogan & Slapin, 2015) . In this regard, words with a high fixed effect have zero weight, but words with low fixed effects have either negative or positive weight (Slapin & Proksch, 2008, p. 715) . Consequently, we will see an Eiffel Tower plot from the model (see the Figure 2 ).
In addition, the Wordfish model allows us to establish list of words association with the policy position of political actors. Thus, we may identify the political rhetoric emphasized by each candidate in the Jakarta election. 
Pasien ( Peranan ( (Fitrahudin, 2016; Putra, 2016) . In one of his speech, Agus emotionally called that the victory of Agus-Silvy is also the victory of Jakartans poor against injustice (ketidakadilan), further mentioning that Jakarta should be led with more humane (manusiawi) way (Maulana, 2016) . 
